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Announcements: 


G RRR EEN Fest ‘97 
February 12, 1997- 
Recycling Appreciation 
Day at Concordia 
University. Come to the Hall 
Building Mezzanine to see 
displays, information booths, 
second hand clothing sales 
and more. If you wish to par- 
ticipate in this event or if you 
want to donate some used 
clothes or other valuable 
recyclables. 


Any environmental 


Concerns? Concordia’s} 


Recycling Co-ordinator, David 
Smaller can be reached at 
848-7351. 


It’s 110’clock! Do You 
know who you recy- 
cling rep is? Seek out this 
individual 
you can make your work area 
more environmentally friend- 
ly. 


From the Composting 
Heap: Thanks to our vermi- 
composting project , we are 
producing plenty of fresh fer- 
tilizer for the spring. 


and discuss how] 
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Confidentiality & Recycling: The 
Private Life of the Blue Box 
by David Smaller — 


Shortly after I began working for the 
Recycling Committee, I was horrified to 
learn that some staff members were deal- 
ing with confidential material throwing it 
away. There was the belief that recycling 
meant non-confidential. Instead, they 
would seal it in a cardboard box and label 
it with the likes of “confidential,” “To 
Compactor” and even “ Not for Recycling” 
and then leave it for the cleaners to treat it 
as garbage. I couldn’t believe my eyes- all 
this paper was being thrown away by spe- 
cial request! I had to look into this matter. 
What I found was quite ironic. 

These boxes would be sent down to the 
Hall Building garage where they would be 
left in front of the compactor until staff 
were able to actually compact it. This 
meant that boxes marked “confidential” 
would commonly sit on the garage loading 
dock .for hours at a time. Anyone at all 
could have come along and let their curios- 
ity of these boxes get the better of them. As 
if that wasn’t enough, I also found out that 
even once the box was compacted and sent 
off to the dump it was entirely possible that 
someone would be able to read it at the 
other end! Once the compactor was emp- 


‘|tied anyone could come along, pry apart 


the pages and have a good read. Paper 
recycling companies sometimes get first 
grab at any paper that comes out of a com- 
pactor. This only improved the likelihood. 
So what is one to do? Luckily for all 


concerned there are a variety of methods to 
deal with this problem- most of which 
won’t cost you or your department one 
penny. 

If you want to go out and spend the 
money, you can buy a paper shredder from 
around $150 dollars to well over $2,000 
dollars. This serious piece of office securi- 
ty might impress neighbouring depart- 
ments, however it is not the only method. 

There is a much simpler way to deal with 
your private papers. You can cut the paper 
into quarters and then recycle each section, 
one trip at a time. No cost, no fancy gad- 
gets. But you ask skeptically, what if you 
have an entire filing cabinet worth o 
paper? ta 

Concordia’s own Archive Services offers 
free of charge shredding and recycling o 
any amount of paper to any department 
that asks for it. All you have to do is call 
(#7776) and ask them to mail you a form 
that you must fill out and sign, so that 
Archives is absolved of any responsibility 
for destroying documents. Then you order’ 
a pick up and. someone comes. to take it 
away. You never have to worry about it 
again. Pretty simple, eh? 

Whatever choice you make to ensure that 
your paper gets safely shredded, don’t 
think for a minute that it should not be 
recycled. The reality is that recycling poses 
no problem what so ever to ensuring your 
department’s confidentiality. 


GET INVOLVED: Join the Concordia 
Recycling Committee Today. For informa- 
tion call David Smaller at 848- 7351. 
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A Letter to the Editor 
( Sion Wulffhart) 


Before joining the Recycling Committee] 


at Concordia, I wrote a scathing editorial 
for the Concordian about how useless the 
recycling ‘system is at the university. I 
received two separate responses to my 
article: the first from Recycling Co-ordi- 
nator David Smaller asking me to join the 
committee and the second letter was from 
a rather angry Concordia student. Here is 
what the student wrote. 


Dear Sion Wulffhart 
I agree that recycling here is sorely 
neglected , but have you ever visited a 
newspaper recycling plant? Have you 
seen the endless fields of yellowed news- 
papers, weathered from the years spent 
waiting to be “recycled”? 

Maybe you are looking for an easy root 
to finding peace of mind towards our 
wasteful lifestyles and wasted environ- 
ment. Will a big plastic recycling bin in 
the middle of the linoleum tiled hallway 
of our coal heated school really ease your 
mind from the amount of irreversible 
damage constantly inflicted intentionally 
by humans onto the natural world? 

While your rubber soled shoes shuffle 
down that hallway and I hear you snack- 
ing from a plastic bag of chips and sip- 
ping your can of soda-maybe you shoula 
think about where it begins rather than 
where it is ending up. 


My response to this letter is simply that 
we cannot revert back to the stone-ages. 
But we all can make a difference. There is 
no point in complaining about the ramifi- 
cations of development. But we can do 
our best to minimize their impact. 
Recycling and composting is a great 
start! 
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Recycling Mentality in a Big City 
Community 
by Jonathan Gray ( Q.P.I.R.G) 


Large cities have for many. years 
been distancing themselves from 
small community based interests. 
This furthering from community 
needs, to more individualistic atti- 
tudes has seen detrimental effects 
upon our person as well as environ- 
ments: Unfortunately the only way 
our governments can manage popula- 


through the broad cure all policies of 
what is good for one part of the city 
must be good for the rest. 

We, in the university system, who 
foster new and creative ideas, should 
be responsible to guide our govern- 
ments if they lack the initiative to 
improve our lives and environment. 
Whether universities be located in 
north-western Ontario or in down- 
town Montreal, they should offer 
leadership to the community through 
helpful campaigns providing exam- 
ples of policy structures hoping to 
foster a new mentality. 

Two universities in Ontario which 
have succesfully greened their cam- 
puses are. University of Guelph and 
the University of Waterloo. 

Guelph is found one hour west of 
Toronto, and is considered a rural 
university. This university has man- 


tions of magnitudes we see today is _ 


aged to convince administrators, fac- 
ulty and students to think of environ- 
mental issues on a community level. 
They have established recycling bins 
and composting units, around literal- 
ly every corner. Guelph is a large 
rural university where people live 
work, and socialize, if not on cam- 
pus, then nearby. The right to a clean 
environment is respected by the peo- 
ple who live there. 

The University of Waterloo has 
accomplished as much, and entered 
new areas of greening their campus. 
The university has compiled docu- 
ments which can be used as guide- 
lines by other concerned institutions 
on how to determine what their needs 
are and how to go about fulfilling 
them. By targeting particular groups 
throughout the campus, who ought to 
be accountable for certain tasks, 
Waterloo has devised who will be 
responsible for which tasks. 

There are not many success stories 
of large urban universities who have 
greened their campus. The difficulty 
lies in the simple fact that cities are 
hosts to people who are too busy to 
concern themselves with the environ- 
ment. What needs to change to obtain 
a green campus is a frame of mind! 


Concordia Recycling Committee on 


the ‘Net’ 


http: www.alcor.concordia/~recycle 


- environmentally friendly informa- 
tion updated regularly. 

- give us a link from your depart- 
ments homepage. 
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It’s Quite Easy Being Green! 
by Danielle Carter 


As one of my favorite song writers, the late Joe 
Raposa once wrote, “ It’s Not Easy Being Green.” O 
course, when he wrote this tune for Kermit the Frog, 
he was referring to colour. For most people nowadays, 
recycling is a pretty easy thing to do in the home, but 
when it comes to the office environment, the recycling 
process seems to go by the wayside. Let’s face it , we 
live in a throw away society that is based on waste. 
However, recycling really doesn’t take that much time 
or effort: It’s just a matter of getting a set routine, find- 
ing the proper place to store the recycled items and 
encouraging everyone to use them. The savings both 
paper-wise and dollar-wise can be very substantial. 

Here at Concordia, figures show that approximate- 
‘fly 10,000 pounds of paper and cardboard are recycled 
monthly. The fact that we do accumulate that much is 
great. It-shows that we are all making a conscious 
effort to use the blue boxes. What I would like to 
encourage the university community to do is stretch 
that paper a‘few extra miles before it gets thrown into 
the recycle box. Last year in my area alone , we man- 
aged to reuse the equivalent of 1-1/2 cartons of paper- 
dollar savings approx.: $70 and that was with only 
|two people actively recycling paper when possible. 
Though not everyone in my area reuses paper, they do 
make a point to bring whatever can be reused and I 
store it for later. 


The Recycler 


" |send memos to professors on reused paper. So far I’ve 


[that is frequently filled out by faculty or students that 


February/March 1997 


5 Easy Ways to Be Greener 
Around Your Office 


1) Used Paper makes excellent fax cover sheets 
because the back of the fax is never seen by the per- 
son on the receiving end. 


2) Used Paper is. also ideal for fax confirmation print- 
outs. Just place the paper in the tray before sending 
your fax. Once the fax is sent, the confirmation will 
print on the clean side of the used paper and you can 
attach that to your document. 


3) Use it when making photocopies of documents o 
any kind that are for your own reference files, ie.: 
copies of memos, letters or invoices that you’re send- 
ing to accounting for payment...etc. If for some rea- 
son you need to send someone a “fresh” copy on all 
white paper, you can easily make one from your recy- 
cled copy. 


4) If the office printer is located in your area, use the 
manual feed for printing your internal memos. I often 


had no comments, good or bad. 


5) Reused paper is great if you have any kind of form 


doesn’t have to leave your office. At AV, we have 
equipment and film booking request forms that are 
filled out and then processed in our computer later. 
The form is then filed away and at the end of the year 
tossed i in the blue box. 
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The Environment: is it a fad? 
by Sion Wulffhart 


What do Cabbage Patch Dolls, legwarmers and the 
environment have in common? Many would consider 
them fads of the 1980’s. While environmentalists may 
agree that Cabbage Patch Dolls and legwarmers were 
two faded interests of North American society, many 
take exception to the possibility that the environment 
could be categorized with these clearly passe items. 

But one only has to compare media attention these 
days to the environment. I believe that the media 
brings to the forefront issues that either concern or 
interest their viewers. After all, if there is no interest- 
ing news, viewers will change the channel and the net- 
work will lose valuable revenues. In the late eighties 
and early nineties, media coverage to the environment 
was extensive. Whether it was the issue of Global 
Warming, , Acid Rain, or Deforestation in Brazil, the 
media was there to inform a rather concerned North 
American public. 
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Today, however , it is rather commonplace to sit 
through an entire newscast or read an entire newspaper 
without a mention once to environmental concerns. 

Does this mean that all our problems have been 
solved? Did we find a cure for the Greenhouse Effect? 
Has our drinking water quality improved? Has the 
Ozone stopped depleting? The answer is NO! But the 
lack of interest by society has transcended to our 
media coverage and therefore it gives North 
Americans the false sense of hope that all is right with 
the environment, even if the economy is in shambles. 

The truth is while the popularization of the environ- 
ment in the late eighties and early nineties did a lot for 
the cause, the danger would pba be that people 
would lose interest. 

What North Americans need to realize is that the 
environment is just as important as the economy. If we 
don’t have clean air and water, our quality of life will 
decline beyond economical repair. 


Stop! Don’t throw out those used toner cartridges. 


You would be surprised at what can be recycled or composted these days. For instance, were you aware that 
human hair is a great item to place in a composter or that worms love tea bags? Well, now you can add toner 


cartridges to the list of re-useable materials. 


Hewlitt-Packard in conjunction with Federal Express is willing to collect your depaiiunicnts used toner 


catridges and the great thing is that the service is Free! 


All you have to do is call Federal Express at 1-800-GO-FEDEX and they will come right to your office door 


to pick the cartridges up. 


Hewlitt-Packard takes these cartridges and re-uses them. So don’t throw them in the garbage, environmen- 


tally friendly help is just a phone call away. 


The only hitch is that you must have a minimum of eight cartridges and a maximum of 40. We encourage 
all offices to get together with their neighbouring departments and collect these catridges. It’s so easy, it bene- 


fits the environment and best of all its a FREE service. 


Did You Know? Concordia recycles about 8,000 kilos (almost 20,000 Ibs) of paper per month. Not only 
has that saved trees- but it also earns Concordia $$$$ from a local recycling company! We have made 
more money than any other Quebec University, based on our own survey conducted last spring. But 


with your help we can do even better! 


